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SHALL WE TAKE JESUS SERIOUSLY? 

War puts that question to us with terrible frankness. We 
acknowledge Jesus as Lord but do we keep his commandments? 
We have prophesied in his name and in his name done many 
mighty works. But does he really know us as those who are 
taking up their crosses and following him? 

The evidence of our real confidence in him we suddenly see does 
not lie in accepting dogmas concerning his person and nature. 
Orthodoxy no more than socialism has kept men from war. Mil- 
lions of men who pray to the same Trinity, repeat the same creed, 
and anathematize the same heresies are busily engaged in killing 
each other. Militarism and false philosophies of history have made 
men forget Jesus, or have led them to make him into a new God of 
war with a helmet in place of the crown of thorns, carrying a rifle 
instead of a cross. 

Greek orthodox, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Anglican, Pres- 
byterian, all of whom make identical confessions regarding the 
God-man, are killing each other with the same avidity as if there 
had never been a Jesus. 

Evidently men can be theologically orthodox and put their 
Christ to an open shame. 

^3* %&* ^r* 

Nor can we Americans be complacent in our neutrality. We 
have our Navy League and those who tell us that international 
morality is no stronger than military preparation. Incipient 
militarists urge us to distrust and hate the very nations to whom 
the church of Christ is sending missionaries to teach the primacy of 
the God of love. 

Are we not even now being urged to grasp the world's trade as 

unhappy Europe sees it slip from the fingers that grasp the sword ? 
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Suppose the Good Samaritan, finding the traveler struggling 
with the robbers, had run o2 with the traveler's luggage and clothes! 
Do you suppose Jesus would have told the rest of mankind to go and 
do likewise ? 

Is it Christlike to exploit another's misery ? 

War bids us measure the beam in our own eye. 

t&& l2& t^r 1 

Is the Sermon on the Mount good instruction for militarism? 
Do soldiers put the Golden Rule into their knapsacks ? 

Is "Love your enemies" printed on battle flags? 

Did the soldiers or Jesus go to the cross to save the world ? 

Men tell us we must have war in order to be strong. 

Jesus taught that we must become great by sacrificial service 
like his own. 

Men tell us that we must build up the nation's morale by eco- 
nomic policies. 

Jesus taught us that we cannot serve God and Mammon. 

Men tell us that we must fight for our rights. 

Jesus told us by word and by example that we must die for other 
peoples' rights. 

Men tell us we must learn to fight, kill, and hate if we are to 
dwell in safety as a nation. 

Jesus told us that God is love and that the way to peace is 
through a life that refuses to countenance hate and prefers loyalty 
to the crucified Christ to comforts with political supermen. 

We thrust the question home. Do men who thus refuse to order 
their lives by Jesus' words and conduct really take him seriously ? 
Is their profession of faith in his deity a profession of sympathy 
with his spirit, obedience to his word, and loyalty to his example ? 

Christendom's interest in the present war is vastly deeper than 
its horror at brutalities, its amazement at the world's indifference 
to poverty and sorrow. The ultimate issue is between Jesus and 
Nietsche. If we take Jesus seriously, we shall not war. If we 
take him simply as a doctrine, distrusting the truth and practica- 
bility of his teachings, we shall go on fighting indefinitely. 

The world's call to the church is obvious enough. Will the 
church answer it by training generation after generation to revere 
the teaching as well as the person of Jesus ? 



